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YOUNG WIVES GROUP

This Group was started about 1979, on the following basis:

1. ‘Young Wives’ is intended for all women in the fellowship who are in the 20-40 years age group. It seeks to include all those whose children are not yet in senior school.

2. Its aims are threefold.

(i) To provide a means of fellowship;

(ii) To encourage mutual care;

(iii) To give Young Wives opportunities to share their faith with their neighbours and friends.

3. ‘Young Wives’ is intended to complement the work of the ‘Women’s Morning Fellowship’.

4. It is recognised that the leader of the ‘Young Wives’ group, or those who make up any committee that may be formed, must be church members.

5. In the normal course of events the Leader of the ‘Young Wives’ group would be the Pastor’s Assistant’s wife.

In November 1982, they asked the elders for permission to hold meetings during the currency of the Women’s Morning Fellowship. This led to a full discussion of the principles involved.

(a) The primary function of the Young Wives Group was to complement the Women’s Morning Fellowship, otherwise the Women’s Morning Fellowship might become a group for the older ages only, instead of (as was intended) a meeting point for women of all ages. On the other hand, some (chiefly those working during the day) could not get to the Thursday morning meeting and therefore had no fellowship with other ladies when the Young Wives Group was not in session.

(b) It was important not to fill so many evenings in the week that husband and wife were unable to take turns to attend the Monday prayer Meeting and the Thursday Bible School.  There was a real concern that if a choice had to be made between Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, with the wife being out on the Tuesday, either or both of the couple would miss the benefits of the Monday and/or the Thursday evening meetings.

(c) If (as was believed) one of the main aims of the Young Wives’ Group was long term evangelism, it was recognized that the present gaps, between sessions, were too long for friends to be encouraged to attend regularly.

(d) It was noted that the meeting of the Young Wives Group was distinct from a number of informal Bible Study Groups, which were known to be held throughout the city, but this Group had its own distinctive contribution to make to the life of the Church.

(e) The Group, commissioned by the Deacons’ Court, to look at strategy for the new year, were asked to keep the function of the Young Wives Group in mind, when considering activities on (say) Thursdays when there was no Bible School.

The elders suggested an experimental period, with meetings once a month on a Tuesday evening, during the currency of the Women’s Morning Fellowship, to see whether it did in fact improve the Young Wives Group and whether it was detrimental to the Women’s Morning Fellowship.


A suggestion that the constitution (above) should be altered, to encourage the attendance of single persons, was not approved, as the Young Wives s’ Group would lose its raison d’etre if it ceased to cater primarily for that group.

The Group reported annually in the Record from April 1985. By 1986 they had added outdoor activities in the summer months, walks, barbecues and progressive meals, still on the second Tuesday of the month, to the winter meetings, where they dealt with topics such as ‘A couple contemplating marriage’, How to cope with your first child’, Children in their teens’, Retirement and Widowhood’ and ‘Caring for the dying’.

Prior to 1991, the name was changed to ‘Young Womens Group’.

In October 1991, when there was no assistant minister, the constitution was amended to read that the leader should be a full member ‘with appropriate experience and understanding of the aims and ideals of the group and with a concern for its pastoral needs.’ 

� Elders’ Minute, 24 November 1982.





